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The Riverside Theatre opened as an original
Orpheum circuit house on April 29, 1928, with
seven Vaudeville acts and a film titled “The Big
Noise.” The theatre, designed by architects
Kirchoff and Rose, is of modified French style and
is part of a 12-story downtown office building
known as the Empire Building. Located on the
west bank of the Milwaukee River, it quickly
became the showplace of Milwaukee, with 2,500
seats and excellent acoustics. It continued through
the 1940s as a performance venue with big bands,
featured entertainers and movies, and through the
1950s as a first-run movie house. The organ was
regularly used into the 1950s.
The Dairyland Theatre Organ Society began
restoration of the organ in 1980, repairing much
water damage from a leaky roof, and ordinary
wear and tear. The theatre, which was also in poor
condition and showing “Kung Fu” films to
audiences of mere handfuls, went dark on Labor
Day of 1982. The halcyon days of downtown
being the movie center had changed with the
advent of suburban and shopping center theatres.
The owners of the building of which the theatre is
an integral part decided to refurbish the Riverside
in 1983 and return it to a live performance house
which reopened on November 2, 1984. The
theatre donated the organ to the Dairyland
Theatre Organ Society.
The Riverside 3/14 Wurlitzer is the original Style
240, Opus 1865, installed for the theatre’s
opening in 1928. Originally 13 ranks, a Trivo Post
Horn and 16’ Tibia were added. Its specification
was also modified to increase the unification, and
the original Wurlitzer relay from the Sheboygan
Theatre was added to the instrument.
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The Dairyland Theatre Organ Society (DTOS) is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization devoted to the
preservation and promotion of the theatre pipe
organ. 



About us
The Dairyland Theatre Organ Society (DTOS) is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization devoted to the
preservation and promotion of the theatre pipe
organ. DTOS is one of approximately 80 chapters
worldwide of the American Theatre Organ Society
(ATOS).
The theatre organ is a uniquely American art form.
Designed to imitate the sounds of the orchestra,
the theatre pipe organ was developed in the
1910s and 1920s by organ builders such as
Wurlitzer, Kimball, and Barton. These instruments
were installed by the thousands in the great
"movie palaces" of the 1920s, primarily to provide
musical accompaniment to the silent films of the
era. With the advent of talking pictures in 1929,
the instruments found a new voice and began to
evolve into stand-alone solo instruments in their
own right.
Many hundreds of theatre pipe organs exist in the
United States and abroad today. The current
generation of theatre organists continue to bring
life to the art form through public concerts, silent
film accompaniments, teaching, and recordings.
DTOS was established on May 30, 1969 on the
birthday of noted theatre organ builder Dan
Barton. On January 1, 1970, ATOS issued Charter
Certificate 36 to DTOS, making it an official
chapter of the international organization.
DTOS has been presenting public concerts on the
theatre organs throughout the State of Wisconsin
for over 40 years. During that time, DTOS has
brought the art form of the theatre organ to
literally tens of thousands of individuals from all
over the world. DTOS has also hosted a regional
convention and two national conventions of the
American Theatre Organ Society.
Today, DTOS continues its outreach through
public concerts, recordings, and education. We
look forward to seeing you at our next event!

DAIRYLAND THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY
Membership Application & Renewal Form

(Please type or print)

MEMBER INFORMATION

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Address__________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ______________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________________________________________________________

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (January through December)
Please note that in order to enjoy the full benefits of membership in DTOS, including the right to vote on matters
presented to the membership or to hold office on the DTOS Board of Directors, you must also be a member of
ATOS. If you already hold an ATOS membership, you do not need to join ATOS again.

n Regular Membership ($30.00)

n Contributing Membership ($40.00)

n Sustaining Membership ($60.00)

n Sponsor Membership ($125.00)

n Patron Membership ($350.00)

n Lifetime Membership ($1,000.00 one-time payment valid for the lifetime of the member)

n ATOS Membership ($40.00)

Total Amount Enclosed $___________

Credit Card Number _____________________________________________________ Zip Code______________

Expiration Date ________/________ 3 digit code on back of card________

We are happy to accept payment by check, money order, or credit card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express,
or Discover). Please return this form together with your form of payment to:

DTOS Membership Secretary
Mr. Scott Foppiano
722 Bowles Road
Antioch, IL 60002


